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1. EMBASSY REQUESTING GNZ APPROVAL FOR GEOS-3 OBSERVATION 
PROGRAM. WE ARE UNABLE TO PREDICT WHEN WE MAY EXPECT REPLY, 
BUT IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN WE WILL BE ASKED FOR MORE 
DEFINITIVE INFORMATION BEFORE DECISIN IS MADE. EMBASSY 

WELL ATTEMPT EXPEDITE DECISION. 

2. UNOFFICIAL SOUNDINGS WITH DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC 
AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (DSIR) AND DEFENSE SCIENTIFIC 
ESTABLISHMENT (DSE) PERSONNEL INDICATE SOME INTEREST IN 
PROGRAM BUT ALSO SOME CONCERN OVER PROBLEMS OF SITING 
REQUIREMENTS AND POSSIBLE POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS. 

EMBASSY SHARES THESE CONCERNS. REFTEL GIVES NO 
INDICATION AS TO WHO IS EXPECTED INSURE SITING REQUIRE- 
MENTS ARE MET. DSE HAS NO PERSONNEL IN INVERCARGILL 
AND DSIR VERY THINLY SPREAD IN THAT AREA. AS A RESULT 

WE BELIEVE DOD SHOULD BE PREPARED CARRY OUT ITS OWN SITE 
SURVEY IF PROJECT APPROVED BY GNZ. 

3. POLITICALLY, QUESTIN OF DOD FINANCED/MANNED 
PROJECTS IN NEW ZEALAND IS SENSITIVE ISSUE AND IT IS 
POSSIBLE LEFT WING OF LABOUR PARTY WILL VOICE STRONG 
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PLACE IN NOVEMBER AT LEATEST, GOVERNMENT WILL WANT TO 
WEIGH CAREFULLY POLITICAL IMPACT OF ITS DICESION. 

4. IN VIEW OF ABOVE, EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT 
DECISIONTO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE PROJECT WILL BE 
ROUTINE. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR US TO HAVE SOME 
INDICATION AS TO JUST HOW DOD EXPECTS TO ACCOMPLISH 
SITING REQUIREMENTS SURVEY. ALSO, POLITICAL QUESTION 
WILL BE EASIER TO DEFUSE IF EMBASSY HAS DETAILED 
INFORMATION CONCERNING PEACEFUL USES TO WHICH 
RESULTS OF STUDY WILL BE PUT. 
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